Anacardium occidentale L.) is a very important crop plant native to northern Brazil. In 2010 and following years, a powdery mildew outbreak was observed in over 60% of cashew growing areas in coastal and highland fields in Ceará and Piauí states, which account for over 70% of Brazilian cashewnut production. Disease symptoms commonly appeared as white to gray powder on young shoots, inflorescences, young fruits, and leaves, reducing fruit onset and severely damaging apple and kernels. Highest level of infection was observed by the time of flowering and fruiting plant stages, which occurs from June to September in those particular states. Today, powdery mildew is the main pathological constraint of cashew production in Brazil, as it affects mature trees, nursery stocks, and new plantings. Although there is great variability within cashew genotypes, most growing varieties are susceptible. From 2012 until 2014, field surveys were conducted to collect samples from different environments and host genotypes. Severely infected flushing leaves of BRS 189 cashew clone were collected in Pacajus county, Ceará State, and introduced into the Laboratory of Plant Pathology, Embrapa, for further studies.
